
Federal Highway Administration Federal Transit Administration 
Puerto Rico Division Office  Region 4 Office 
350 Ave Carlos Chardon Suit 2010 350 Carlos Chardon Ave, Suite 1236 
San Juan, PR 00918-2148  San Juan, PR 00918 
Tel: (850) 553-2200                  Tel: (787) 771-2539 

April 26, 2021 

Subject: San Juan and Aguadilla TMA Federal Certification Review 

Dear Secretary Eileen Velez Vega: 
This letter notifies you that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) jointly certify the planning process for the Transportation Management 
Area’s (TMA). This certification is based on the findings from the Federal Certification Review 
conducted on December 7-11, 2020. 

The overall conclusion of the Certification Review is that the planning process for the San Juan 
and Aguadilla TMA’s complies with the spirit and intent of Federal metropolitan transportation 
planning laws and regulations under 23 USC 134 and 49 USC 5303. The planning process at 
TMA’s is a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive process and reflects a significant 
professional commitment to deliver quality in transportation planning. 

We would like to thank Mr. Alfredo Santiago and his staff for their time and assistance in planning 
and conducting the review. Enclosed is a report that documents the results of this review and offers 
twenty-three recommendations and five commendations for continuing quality improvements and 
enhancements to the planning process. The Certification Review Team also noted eleven 
noteworthy practices. This report has been transmitted concurrently to the MPO, Puerto Rico DOT, 
and public transportation operator(s). 

If you have any questions regarding the Certification Review process, the Certification action, 
and/or the enclosed report, please direct them to either Ms. Soniangeli Rodriguez, Acting Planning 
Program Manager of the FHWA Puerto Rico US Virgin Island Division, at (787) 771-2518 or 
Mr. Bayoan R. Ortiz-Rios, Community Planner of the FTA Region 4, at (787) 771-2539.



 
Sincerely,   Sincerely,    
 
Regional Administrator    Division Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration   Federal Highway Administration 
    
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
 
cc:  
Roger Ryder (PR/USVI-FHWA) 
Soniangeli Rodriguez (PR/USVI-FHWA) 
Luis Lopez (PR/FL- FHWA)  
Ferdinand Ortiz (PR/USVI-FHWA) 
Juan Carlos Rivera (PR/USVI-FHWA) 
Grace Diaz (PR/USVI-FHWA) 
Larry Anderson (HQ-FHWA) 
Jen Crobak (PA-FHWA) 
Carey Shepherd (FL-FHWA)  
Jodi McCann (FL-FHWA)  
Thava Overstreet (FHWA-PDP)  
Holly Liles (FTA Region 4)  
Bayoan Ortiz-Rios (FTA Region 4)  
Dwayne Weeks (FTA HQ)  
Alfredo Santiago (Executive Secretary of PRMPO) 
Sonia Montañez Colón (Federal Coordination Office Director - PRHTA / PRMPO) 
Lumary Soto Nieves (Public Participation Program Coordinator OCF-PRHTA/PRMPO) 
Alexandra Velázquez (Subdirector of Design Area – PRHTA)  
Axel B. Bierd Rivera (Strategic Planning Office Director - PRHTA / PRMPO) 
Carlos J. Fernandez Barreto (Planner Program Coordinator - Strategic Planning Office - PRHTA / 
PRMPO) 
Yomarie Pacheco Sánchez (Civil Right Office Director – PRHTA) 
Gabriel Quiñones, Planner (Consultant) 
Liza Ríos Berríos, Engineer (Consultant) 
Luis A. Matos, Engineer (Consultant) 
Zaida E. Rico, Engineer (Consultant) 
Lynnette Alice, Transportation Engineer (Consultant) 
Josué Cruz Martínez, Engineer  
Ariel Pérez, Engineer  
Carmen G. Alicea, Engineer  
Felipe Luyanda, Engineer 
Ashley V. Figueroa, Engineer 
Gordon Proctor, Engineer 
Shobna Varma Engineer 


