
EARLY NOTICE AND PUBLIC REVIEW OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN AND/OR WETLAND
State Road PR-5 Extension Project, Municipalities of Bayamón and Toa Alta
Project No.: AC-000533
To: All Interested Agencies, Organizations, Groups, and Individuals
This notice informs that the Puerto Rico Highways and Transportation Authority (PRHTA), acting as the Responsible Entity pursuant to 24 CFR Part 58 on behalf of the Puerto Rico Department of Housing (PRDOH) for the Community Development Block Grant – Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) Program (HUD Grant No. B-18-DP-72-0002) of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, intends to carry out an action in a floodplain and/or wetland and is conducting an evaluation of practicable alternatives pursuant to Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management), Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands), and HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 55.
The proposed action consists of the extension of State Road PR-5 between its intersection with PR-199 in Bayamón and PR-167 (km 14.9) in Toa Alta. The purpose is to improve emergency response times and strengthen regional mobility by enhancing roadway connectivity within the project area. The project aims to increase infrastructure resilience, support post-disaster repair and recovery operations, and improve overall public safety. By strengthening the reliability and functionality of the transportation network, the proposed action will promote economic stability and ensure continued access during emergency events in this portion of the San Juan Metropolitan Area.
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), Panels 72000C0705H and 72000C0710H, effective April 13, 2018, portions of the southern channelized section of the Río Hondo are located within Zone AE (100-year floodplain). No portion of the proposed action is located within the 500-year floodplain. Field investigations and review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory identified riparian features classified as R5UBH (Riverine, Unconsolidated Bottom, Permanently Flooded). Certain areas south of the Valles de Cerro Gordo Urbanization exhibit characteristics indicative of potential wetland hydrology. The project may involve crossings of Waters of the United States (WOUS), as defined in 33 CFR §328.3(a)(1), and will require the corresponding federal and state permits. The project may include: construction within the Río Hondo and Río Minillas watersheds; installation of bridges and culverts; stream crossings and channel improvements; stormwater management infrastructure; and limited work adjacent to areas exhibiting wetland characteristics. All crossings will be designed to maintain hydrologic function and minimize adverse impacts.
PRHTA is evaluating practicable alternatives, including alternative alignments, alternative methods to accomplish the same project purpose, methods to minimize and mitigate project impacts to the floodplain and/or wetlands, design modifications, and mitigation measures to minimize impacts to the floodplain and wetlands. No final decision has been made regarding the proposed action. This notice fulfills Step 2 of HUD’s Eight-Step Decision-Making Process.
This notice has four primary purposes. First, to inform the public about the proposal to undertake an action in a floodplain and/or wetland. Second, to request comments on alternative locations and methods for accomplishing the same project purpose, as well as on methods to minimize and mitigate project impacts to the floodplain and/or wetlands. Third, to identify measures to minimize potential impacts. Fourth, to ensure compliance with federal floodplain and wetland protection policies.
Written comments must be received by PRHTA at the following address on or before ___, March___,2026: Puerto Rico Highways and Transportation Authority PO Box 2007 San Juan, Puerto Rico 00940-2007, Attention: Edwin Velázquez Del Valle, Environmental Certifying Officer.
The complete project file is available for review from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at:
Puerto Rico Highways and Transportation Authority Roberto Sánchez Vilella Government Center SouthTower,10th Floor, Avenida De Diego Santurce, Puerto Rico. Comments may also be submitted by email to: oea@act.pr.gov. 
Date:_________

Eng. Edwin E. González Montalvo, PE, PhD
Executive Director
